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Tom Johnson Formulas for String Quartet (1994)

John Lely

Tom Johnson

Tom Johnson

Angharad Davies,  Jenni fer  Al lum (viol ins),  Richard Jones (v io la) ,  Becky Dixon ( 'cel lo)

The Parsons Code for Melodic Contours (2008)

Jenni fer  Al lum, Tom Johnson, Richard Jones, John Lely,  Tim Parkinson, Michael  Parsons

Music and Ouestions (19881

Tom Johnson (speaking and percussion)

Narayana's Cows (19891

Tom Johnson (speaking),  Richard Jones (v io la) ,  John.Le. ly (keyboard) '
Tlm Parkinson (keyboaid) and Michael Parsons (wood block)

Tom Johnson, born in Colorado in 1939, received B.N. and M.Mus._degrees from Yale,Universi ty ' .and
itridiJO Composition privately with Morton Feldman. After 15 years in New Yort, hg moved to Paris, where
n-ri6aJtftO'l jnce tg'b3-He is ionsidered a minimalist, since'he works with simple forms, l imited sca-les,
tn<j 'q l" ; ra l lv  ieOuceO'matei i i t i ,  Oui  f re proceeOs in 'a more logical  way than-most minimal ists,  of ten
usi ng- form u l is, perm utations, a nd pred ictable sequences'

Johnson is wel l  known for his operas:  The Four Note Opera (1972) cont inues to-be presented in many
iountries.-Riemannoper has beeh staqed more than 20' t imes in German-sp-eaking c-ountries since its
;;;;]; i l ; Bre;;; if, igae.bften piay6d non:operatic works include Bedtime'Stories,--Rational Melodies'
[, iJfi6 inO OrGslioni, Counting Duetij r ingo, N'arayana's Cows, and Fail ing: a very diff icult piece for solo
string bass.

His larqest composition, the Bonhoeffer Oratorium, a two-hou-r work in German for orchestra, chorus, and
l'6Io'rs.1i, *itn i;I ibt th; Germin tfreoiogian Oieiri ih Bonhoeffer, was premiered in Maastricht in 1996, and
has since been presented in Ber l in and NewYork.

Johnson has also wr i t ten numerous radio pieces, such as J. 'entend.s un choeur (commissioned by Radio
FiancC tor tne prli tt i l ia, iggJt. Music ahd Ouestions (also available on an Australian Bro-a^dpgsli1tS
Compinv CDf anC Oie M'eloOieriraschinen, premiered by WDR. Radio in Co.log.ne^in January 1996' The
mosi rec'ent radio piece is A Time to Listen, premiered by the lrish national radio in 2004.

The or incioal  recordinqs current lv avai lable on CD are the Musique pour 88 (1988) (Xl) ,  An Hour for  Piano
iigli i i to'IJivMusici,fne CfrorO'Citatogue (1986) (Xll, Organ arid Sjlence {2000)(Ants), and Kientzv Plavs
Johnson (2004) (Pogus).

The Voice of New Music, a collection of articles written 1971-1982 for the Vil lage Voice, publisn"{ Py
Aool lohuis in 1989, is now in the publ ic domain and can be downloaded at  www.tom.johnson'org.  Sel t -
Simitar Melodies,  atheoret ical  book in Engl ish,  was publ ished by Edi t ions 75 in 1996.

Recent proiects include Tllework, a series of 14 pieces for solo instrumen-ts, publish.ed !V Ed.it ions 75,in
2003, Sbmi: or Different, a piece commissioned by the Dutch,radio in 2004, and.the combinatlons tor
Sirin'q Oujrrei. premiereO in-seitin on the MdrzMusik festival in 2004. As performer he frequently plays his
Gali ldo, a 45-mihute piece written for a self-invented percussion instrument.

Johnson received the French national prize in the victoires de la musique in 2001 for Kientzy Loops.
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